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MEADE FAMILY HISTORY. 

This record was written by David Moade, and was published in 1883 
in a pamphlet styled The Chaumiere Papers, edited by Henry J. Peet, 
Chicago. The following is a summary of the Meade genealogy: 

1 Andeew 1 Meade and Mary Latham, his wife, had issue: 2 David, 
3 Priscilla, who married Wilson Curie, of Hampton, Va. Andrew Meade 
lived in Nansemond county, Va. 

2 David 2 Meade married Susannah Everard, daughter of Sir Richard 
Everard, Bart., Governor of North Carolina, and Susannah Kidder 
(eldest daughter of Dr. Richard Kidder, Bishop of Bath and Wells), 

and had 4 David' Meade (born July 29, 1744; d. ), author of the 

account below. 5 Richard Kidder 3 , born about 1750, died in Clarke 
county, in the early part of the nineteenth century. He married first 
Jane Randolph, daughter of Richard Randolph, of Curls, and sister to 
John Randolph (father of the celebrated John Randolph) and Ryland 
Randolph, and second Mary Grymes, daughter of Benjamin Grymes. 
He was the father of Bishop William Meade. 6 Everard, who married 
first Mary Thornton and second widow of Benjamin Ward. 7 Andrew, 
who married Susanna Stith, daughter of Buckner Stith. 8 John died 
at seventeen years. 9 Mary married Col. George Walker. 10 Anne mar- 
ried Richard Randolph, of Curls. 

4 David 3 Meade married Sarah Waters, daughter of William Waters, 
of Williamsburg, Va. He settled at Maycox, Prince George county, and 
afterwards moved to Kentucky, and lived at Chaumiere, a beautiful 
estate. He had 11 David, died a bachelor. 12 Andrew died at college. 

13 Sallie, born 1775, married at Chaumiere to Judge Charles Willing 
Byrd, son of William Byrd, of Westover, and Mary Willing, his wife. 

14 Richard Everard married Mary Walker. He lived in Oldham, Ky. 

15 William died a bachelor. 16 Hugh Kidder married Judith Shelton. 

17 Susan, born at Maycox, 1780, married Gen. Nathaniel Massie. 

18 Ann R., born at Maycox in 1782, and married Samuel H. Woodson 
(issue: Tucker, David Meade, Joseph, Samuel H., Jr., Robert E., Kidder, 
Sally, Betsy) . 19 Eliza married William Creighton, first Secretary of 
State of Ohio. See Bishop Meade's account, Old Churches, I., 293. For 
Everard, sse Wotton's Baronetage of England. 

Andrew Meade, my paternal grandfather, was an Irish. 
Catholic, born in the County of Kerry. Tradition says he left his 
native country, and went first to London, and from thence came 
to New York, about the latter end of the seventeenth century. 
He resided some years in New York, and there married Mary 
Latham, of Quaker parentage, and some time after he removed 
to Virginia, and settled permanently at the head of navigation 
on the Nansemond Eiver. 
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It has never been ascertained that he ever formally renounced 
the Catholic faith, though he was many years a representative 
of his county in the House of Burgesses, judge of the court, and 
senior colonel of the militia, executing these offices with advan- 
tage to his adopted country and credit to himself, particularly 
the two former, for which he was eminently qualified by educa- 
tion, which was scholastic, and supposed to have been received 
either in France or Flanders. He is said to have been a large 
man, of great corporal strength and rather hard featured, but of 
fine form. In the year 1745, he deceased, leaving a character 
without a stain, having had the glorious epithet connected with 
his name, long before he died, "The Honest." 

Anything further than is above related relative to the origin 
of my grandfather is chiefly conjecture. When I was in Eng- 
land, I was much noticed by the Irish, and very particularly by 
Lady Forbes and her son, the Hon. Mr. Forbes, who after the 
death of his grandfather and father, became Earl of Grenard. 
Counsellor Murphy, an Irish Catholic, a cousin of my father, 
who had chambers in the Temple, but, being a Catholic, could 
not appear at the bar, was unremitting in his attentions to me. 
I do not know from what source I received the information, but 
I understood that his brother was in the French service, and was 
high in command, under Count Lalley, in the East Indies during 
the war of 1758, and that his uncle and patron was Colonel 
Meade, of the Irish brigade, and a man of much interest at the 
Court of Versailles. The Clan William coat-of-arms is the 
same as ours. The honors of that house originated in the reign 
of George II., and, I believe, not very early in it. 

The many circumstances above noted relative to Andrew 
Meade, of America, being taken into consideration, it is not an 
improbable hypothesis, that being unfriendly to William the 
Third's succession to the throne of England, he was forced out 
of his native country, not unhappily for him, as it appears, as 
his fortune in America was benign, nor has it been unfortunate 
for his progeny. 

He left a son David, and a daughter, Priscilla, who married 
Wilson Curie, of Hampton. David Meade, the son, inherited the 
paternal estate, and about the year 1729 or 1730 married Su- 
sannah Everard, the elder of the two daughters of Sir Eichard 
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Everard, Bart., of Broomfield Hall, Much Waltham Parish, in 
the County of Essex, England, and Susannah Kidder, his wife, 
eldest daughter of Dr. Eichard Kidder, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells. 

My grandfather, Sir Eichard Everard, when a young man, was 
a captain in Queen Anne's army, and it is probable was with Sir 
George Eooke, admiral of the British fleet, when he took Gibral- 
tar, as he remained in garrison eighteen months, being so long 
against his inclinations stayed there by his sense of honor alto- 
gether, he having but recently married a young wife, and he 
resigned his commission immediately on his return to England. 
He was for a few years proprietary governor of North Carolina, 
which position he resigned about the year 1730, soon after all the 
proprietors, except Lord Granville, sold out to the crown, not 
being in any credit at court; for although he had served Queen 
Anne as captain in her army, he was probably no friend to Han- 
overian succession. I have heard my mother say that he, as well 
as several others of the Essex Baronets, found it convenient to 
make himself as little conspicuous as possible during the rebel- 
lion of 1715, at the beginning of George the First's reign. 

The Lords Proprietors were all particular friends of Sir Eich- 
ard, and it has been understood in the family that his patrimony 
had been much reduced by adventuring in the South Sea bubble, 
and he accepted from the proprietors the government of North 
Carolina to repair his estate. At his death, he left his dame all 
the estate of every kind which he possessed, in event of her sur- 
viving their eldest son, as is recorded in her will, to be found 
among my papers. Her will appears to have been written before 
the death of her eldest son, Eichard, who, by the death of his 
father, inherited the title of Baronet. Hugh, the younger son, 
survived his brother, and succeeded to the honors of the family, 
but not the estate, as he was disinherited, for what cause is un- 
known to the family at this day. He was killed in a naval 
engagement. His name is still continued on the list of English 
Baronets. By his death an ancient family became extinct in the 
male line, and in my person is continued in the female, I being 
the eldest son of the eldest daughter of Sir Eichard Everard. 

"Dame Susan Everard," as she is styled in the Testament, left 
her estate, in the event of her eldest son's dying without heirs 
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(which proved to be the case), to her two daughters, Susannah 
Meade and Ann Everard, a spinster, but who unadvisedly mar- 
ried Lathbury, who held some office in the Tower, and who dis- 
sipated her estate. By the will, all her jewels and the furniture 
of a house in London were left to my mother. The furniture of 
Broomfield Hall is not mentioned. The real property left to the 
two children consisted of Broomfield Hall, in the Parish of 
Much Waltham and County of Essex, a farm called the Walnut 
Tree Farm, in the same county, also a copyhold farm in Harf ord- 
shire, also the freehold of Heathfield, in Sussex, with a hand- 
some mansion on it, which is said to be the precise spot on which 
the battle of Hastings was fought, between the Saxon King 
Harold and William the Norman, and from which place Lord 
Heathfield takes his title. It was afterwards sold by my mother 
and her sister. Also Towerhead farm, in Somersetshire, near the 
city of Wells, which was devised solely to my mother, Susannah 
Meade, and was sold by my father. On this farm was built by 
her grandfather, Dr. Richard Kidder, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
a mansion with a chapel, for his wife's accommodation, in the 
event of her surviving him, which did not happen, for they were 
both killed in bed together in the Episcopal Palace of Wells, by 
the fall of a stack of chimneys, on the night of the great storm 
of the year 1703. 

Langleys, in Essex, once a royal residence, afterwards became 
the seat of the Everards, and was sold by my maternal grand- 
father. 

My father, David Meade, some time before his marriage, made 
an acquaintance with the family of Sir Bichard Everard, who 
resided at Edenton, the then seat of government of North Caro- 
lina, where an attachment, perfectly romantic, was mutually 
formed between my father and the eldest daughter of Sir Rich- 
ard. 

A century ago, Hampton Roads was the receptacle of nearly 
all the ships which loaded within the waters of Chesapeake Bay, 
and the chief part of the trade from North Carolina with Eng- 
land was through Hampton Roads. Having relinquished his 
government, Sir Richard Everard and his lady and two daugh- 
ters became the guests of my grandfather Meade, he living con- 
venient to Hampton Roads, where the ship lay in which they had 
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taken their passage to England. From some cause or other, the 
ship was delayed longer than was expected, which delay proved 
favorable to my father's views, who had but little expectation of 
•obtaining the parent's consent to his marriage with their daugh- 
ter in Virginia, and he was preparing to accompany the family 
to England, when the earnest entreaties of his father, who was 
distressed at the thought of being so long and so widely sep- 
arated from his only son, prevailed upon the parents of my 
mother to consent to an immediate marriage. They, with the 
most entire confidence in his honor and affection, put their 
daughter under the protection of her enraptured lover. No pair 
ever enjoyed more happiness in the hymeneal state than they did. 
They were both of them very young when they came together, 
and with very Utile experience in mankind, brought up under 
the eyes of fond and virtuous parents. 

My father was of handsome person and fine stature. He lived 
a monotonous and tranquil life. The purity of his heart cor- 
responded with the symmetry of his person. He was the most 
affectionate of husbands, the tenderest of parents, and the best 
of masters, and an ingenuous and sincere friend. Brought up 
in his father's house, with such a pattern, he could not but be 
just, generous and hospitable. If it were thought to detract any- 
thing from his merits, it would not be recorded that he had never 
studied human nature. Ever disposed to believe men to be what 
they should be ; if he detected an individual deviating from strict 
probity, he considered him a monster. Venial faults excited in 
him astonishment, and crime horror. In fine, he was a truly 
virtuous man, but no philosopher. He deceased in the year 1757, 
being then in his forty-seventh year. 

Autobiography of David Meade. 

David Meade, the grandson of Andrew and eldest son of David, 
was born July 20th, old style 1744. In infancy he was so infirm 
and sickly that his fond parents, thinking that a change of 
climate might improve his health and prolong his life, deter- 
mined to send him to England, with a view at the same time to 
his education. Soon after he had passed his seventh year he 
embarked in Hampton Eoads, under the protection of Mr. John 
Watson, a particular friend of his father, on board a new 
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schooner, Capt. Bowman. The other cabin passengers were the 
Eev. Miles Selden, as he became after receiving holy orders, and 
Don. Konello, the captain of a galleon from La Vera Cruz 
stranded upon the coast of North Carolina, his secretary, and one 
officer of the ship. The passage was favorable. Until the last 
night the passengers remained on board, when, at twelve o'clock, 
the night being very dark and wind blowing fresh, the schooner 
struck upon the Goodwin sands in the channel, and continued to 
strike with such increased violence that it was expected by all on 
board that she would every minute go to pieces. In this dreadful 
situation all hands, including the passengers, were on deck, soma 
way or other employed, except the was-to-be clergyman and his 
terrified mess-mate, who remained on their knees in the cabin 
from twelve at night until eight in the morning, when they and 
the rest of the passengers were taken on shore at Deal by boats 
from that place. The Spanish captain was impressed with the 
belief that Heaven had conceded the preservation of the sinners 
on board to the prayers of the seamen, not allowing any credit to 
those of the parson. 

Mr. Watson passed with his young companion to Canterbury, 
where they visited the Cathedral ; thence to London, arriving at 
night; but how great was the young stranger's disappointment, 
when, on looking out of the window, or door, next morning, he 
saw nothing but high houses built of materials which were not 
new to him, and black streets paved with round stones, instead 
of houses of gold and streets paved with diamonds, for his imagi- 
nation had been thus early highly excited by fairy tales, such as 
the Arabian Nights. He was seized with a violent fever, which 
cost his parents no uneasiness (they knew nothing of it until he 
was well), but a good deal of money. Three physicians attended 
him many weeks, and part of the time twice a day. When he 
had attained to convalescence he was sent to a boarding school, 
more for the benefit of country air than for tuition. From thence 
he was removed to Harrow, and had the good fortune to be placed 
under the care of the Eev. Dr. Thackeray, Archdeacon of Surrey 
and Chaplain to the Prince of Wales, head master of Harrow 
school. He was received by the venerable, worthy Doctor and 
his pious, charitable, and in every respect exemplary lady into 
their family as their adopted son, and for five years became 
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bound to them by ties much stronger than those of nature, inso- 
much that the most affecting event of his whole life was his 
separation from them. 

At Harrow he made many a school acquaintance, which, if he 
had cultivated as long as he remained in England, with a view to 
the advancement of his fortune, would not have disappointed his 
expectations, in all probability; but, although a boy, and a 
subject at that time, and surely without any presentiment of the 
future destiny that was in reserve for him and his brethren in 
America, viz. : that of being elevated from the humble station 
of subject to the eminent distinction of citizen, he neither felt 
nor acknowledged any superiority in those school-fellows and 
playmates, who, themselves, were decorated with honorary titles, 
or whose fathers were titled men. He associated upon equal terms 
with any Lord, Duke, or Sir Harry. It may, however, be proper 
to mention the names of one school-fellow (several years over 
the age), and one other to whom he was under greater obligations 
than to any others, for their uniform kindness up to the time 
he left the Kingdom. The Hon. George Forbes, late Earl of 
Grenard, father to the present Earl, was, perhaps, the most 
steady, warm friend he had in England, with the exception of 
Dr.Thackeray and his wife, who were father and mother to him. 
At the house of Lady Forbes he always spent a time, and from 
my lady received all the attention and tenderness of a near rela- 
tive. James West, his bedfellow at Harrow, was the other friend 
to be noticed. He was the son of the member of Parliament for 
St. Albans, nephew to Lady Grantly, Attorney-General Norton, 
and brother to Lady Archer, well known for fifty years in very 
gay, elevated life. Titles were familiar at Harrow, but no more 
will be ^mentioned. It must not be forgotten that the professed 
scholar and great linguist, Sir William Jones, was at Harrow 
school at the time he was, and if Dr. Parr was his friend, the 
son of Mr. Parr, the apothecary of Harrow, he was likewise at 
school at the same time, and well remembered by him. 

The succession of masters at a school so prominent as that of 
Harrow-on-the-Hill is no doubt registered in the records of that 
institution, but it probably does not set forth the causes of the 
removal of such as were superseded. 

The ease of Dr. Cox, the head master immediately before Doc- 
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tor Thackeray, was singular and somewhat tragic. Of the pro- 
prietors of Pennsylvania, John and Eichard Penn, who were the 
last proprietary governors of that province (now State) were at 
Harrow school, and it is probable boarded (with many other 
boys) at the head master's. John, as it was said, contracted a 
fondness for a daughter of Dr. Cox, and married her clandes- 
tinely. It was suspected by the family of Penn and his connec- 
tions, that the Doctor had connived at the elopement; but 
whether he did or not, the unfortunate Doctor Cox and his guilt- 
less daughter became the sad victims of their resentment. The 
Doctor was disgracefully discharged from the honorable station 
of head master of Harrow school. She soon after died of a 
broken heart, and her father, deprived of his living and his 
reputation, did not long survive her. It is well known in 
America that John Penn afterwards married the daughter of Mr. 
Allen, of Philadelphia. The pecuniary advantage of Mr. Penn's 
marriage with Miss Allen was probably much greater than the 
first, which he contracted with Miss Cox : demonstrably not more 
honorable, but perhaps less so. The above narrative will be found 
upon inquiry not to be apocryphal. 

The humble subject of this brief biography was present at an 
arrow shooting at which his friend West won the prize or arrow, 
at which time his honored, good, and venerable pastor, Doctor 
Thackeray, having relinquished his seat of head master on ac- 
count of his age and the many sacerdotal duties which he had to 
perform, took his farewell of Harrow, leaving the succession to 
Doctor Sumner, well known at Eaton, but afterwards better 
known as head master of Harrow, having for many years filled 
the highest seat in that seminary. He acquired for it so high a 
reputation that the number of boys at it was augmented from less 
than two hundred to more than five hundred. Eaton alone could 
boast of a greater number. 

After a residence of about five years with Doctor Thackeray, 
he was, without the knowledge or even indirect sanction of his 
parents, violently removed from Harrow to a private school at 
Dalfton, in Hackney parish, kept by Mr. James Graham, whose 
son became a barrister of considerable eminence. His brother, 
Richard Kidder Meade, not long before arrived at London from 
Virginia, and was sent with him to Graham's school. Dunns a 
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continuance at Dalfton of two years or more he made no progress 
in classical learning or indeed in any other. Here it may not be 
amiss to note that the progress which hoys make at public or 
private boarding schools in learning the dead languages depends 
less upon the qualification of the masters to teach than upon the 
capacities of the boys for learning. From Dalfton school he was 
removed to Fuller's academy in London, where, dropping the 
dead languages altogether, after having been at Latin and Greek 
seven years, he entered upon a new and very different course cf 
learning, viz., Writing, ciphering, mathematics, geography, 
French, grammar, drawing, perspective, music, etc., etc., of 
which, at the end of three years, he did not take away to im- 
poverish the academy. He had a very small smattering of every- 
thing he had attempted to learn, but less of the languages both 
dead and foreign than of the sciences and the elegant arts. 
(To be Continued.) 



EXTRACTS FROM DIARY OF COL. LANDON CARTER. 

Col. Landon Carter, of Sabine Hall, kept a very minute diary of his 
plantation life — some portion of which has come into the possession 
of the editor from Robert Carter Wellford, Esq., to whom it has de- 
scended. While most of it is given up to tin details of planting and 
Colonel Carter's reflections upon all sorts of things, we catch occa- 
sionally some very interesting glimpses of society in the Northern Neck 
before the Revolution. Colonel Carter was the son of Robert Carter, 
who, according to the Gentleman's Magazine, left at his death, on 
August 4, 1722, 300,000 acres of land, 1,000 slaves and £10,000 in money. 
Col. Landon Carter lived at "Sabine Hall," on the Rappahannock river ; 
his brother, John Carter, resided at Corotoman, near the mouth of the 
river; another brother, Charles Carter, up the river at "Cleve," King 
George county, and a third brother, Robert Carter, resided at Nomini, 
on the Potomac. The nearest neighbors of Colonel Carter were the 
Fauntleroys, and above them was Col. John Tayloe, at Mount Airy. 
Col. Landon Carter served in the House of Burgesses from 1748 to 1764, 
and was prominently engaged in politics. He married three times: 
(1) Elizabeth, daughter of John Wormeley, of "Rosegill." (2) Maria, 
daughter of William Byrd, of Westover. (3) Elizabeth Beale, sister of 
Capt. William Beale. By his first wife he had Robert Wormeley Carter, 
who married Winifred Travers Beale, daughter of William Beale, of 
Richmond county; Elizabeth, who married Nelson Berkeley, of "Air- 
well," Hanover county; Landon, of Prince William county, who married 



